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Notice of Race & Entry 
Full details of the event and entry system are on the 
web site.   

If you have previously registered, your login details 
will remain the same. 

Some 40 yachts have already entered.  As usual, may 
we encourage you to enter as soon as possible as the 
resources we need to line up will be worked out 
based on the number of entries received well in 
advance of the event.  If you have forgotten your 
password, select the "Forgotten password" link on 
the login screen. If you have any other problems 
logging into your record, please contact Jill.   

Provided that no personal information or details of 
your boat have changed since last year, you will find 
the entry process really straightforward - simply 
check the details are correct and make your entry. 

You can enter your boat and book the socials later, 
but be reminded that as the event grows the socials 
will become fully booked, so to be sure of joining in 
those you choose it is recommended you do so at the 
same time. And please note that bookings made after 
17 July (the Friday before the event) will attract a late 
booking surcharge). 

Message from Regatta Chairman 
Following the success of last year’s event - the 
biggest and best ever - we are again working hard to 
bring you exceptional racing and varied shore side 
parties.  

We are delighted that Charles Stanley is continuing 
their headline 
sponsorship. As before, 
their involvement will 
not be as a corporate 
looker on, but as 
members of a shared 
experience as there will 
be Charles Stanley 
employees competing 
at the event again. The 
Royal London Yacht 

Club and Charles Stanley see significant business 
synergies with the owners and crews of the classic 
boats attending the regatta and we invite 
competitors to speak with the Charles Stanley 
representatives to find out more about their 
Investment Management proposition. 

There are always exciting developments surrounding 
Cowes Classics Week, and this year is no different. 
Our pre-Christmas newsletter gave updates on the 
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classes who are interested in participating this year, 
or in the future, including the Tempest, Soling, Star 
and Royal Burnham One Design. We hope that this 
will enable us to re-introduce the Classic Dayboat 
Class that has been missing from the past couple of 
regattas. We are also delighted that the 6mRs will be 
attending again. 

Our regular dayboat classes can rest assured that this 
increased interest from new classes will not dilute 
their racing as we remain committed to our principle 
that no more than 3 classes will race on each circuit. 

Our largest class, the XODs, will again have a pin end 
committee boat that will have additional race officer 
resources this year and as well as spotting, will 
display visual race signals. 

The Classic Yacht Classes will split into 3 fleets - Red, 
White & Blue, including a non-spinnaker fleet which 
will be set courses without dead-downwind legs. The 
Old Gaffers will probably race on the same track as 
this new fleet. 

On shore we will have our usual mix of parties and 
suppers, and of course our home-made cake. A lot of 
the shore side programme is reliant on our loyal 
subsidiary sponsors (see below) 

Moorings 
On a practical note, boats may moor on the keelboat 
swinging moorings or 
at Shepards Wharf 
Marina.  Full details 
on the web site.  

The keelboat 
moorings are those 
laid by Cowes 
Harbour 
Commissioners for 
Cowes Week which we arrange to be laid early.  
Classes that are used to this system will liaise through 
their class secretaries directly with the Harbour 
Commission.  Other boats may book using a form 
available on the web site to be sent to Jill.  Reduced 
rates are available for the period when boats arrive 
early or stay later, such as those remaining for Cowes 
Week.  The deadline for booking a swinging mooring 
is Friday 29th May 2015 to be sure that sufficient 
mooring buoys have been laid.  A high-capacity 

launch service will operate between the moorings 
and Trinity Landing. 

In Shepards Wharf, boats will be rafted together in 
the North Basin to create an event atmosphere.  A 
booking form is available on the web site to be sent 
to Jill and applications must be made by Friday 3 July 
2015 to qualify for the reduced rate. 

Or, you can make your own arrangements. 

Social Programme 
One of the key elements of Cowes Classics Week is 
the social programme where the community of 
classic keelboat sailors develops.  As usual, we will 
visit a number of yacht clubs during the week who do 
so much to provide on-the-water resources and make 
the event work for us. 

A discount of 10% is available on all social events 
booked before 17:00 on Friday 17 July, so don’t leave 
it to the last minute. And please note that we shall 
not directly make refunds on social tickets purchased 
but no longer required, but will set up an exchange 
system for competitors during the regatta. 

 = free of charge to competitors  

 

Monday 
Charles Stanley Opening Reception & Trinity Cup 
Race Day Prize Giving – London Room at the Royal 
London YC  followed by a Hog Roast with Dancing 
at the Cowes Corinthian YC (some classes demand 
dancing!) – alternatively a club supper will be 
available at the Royal London YC. 

Tuesday 
Winkworths Tea and cakes after racing  
A Tropical Evening at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club – 
by popular request  after last year (when it was truly 
tropical so we’ve ordered the same weather). Due to 
the tides, the journey out will be made by water taxi 
and the return by coach. 
Alternatively, supper will be available at RORC Cowes 
(RCYC) 
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Wednesday 
Winkworths Tea and cakes after racing  
Haines Boatyard Reception & Race Day Prize Giving - 
RORC Cowes (RCYC)  
Double Decker Supper - Island Sailing Club - two 
separately themed and priced functions to suit 
different requirements and fit everyone into the club. 

Thursday 
Winkworths Tea and cakes after racing  
Drinks Reception & Preview- Kendall's Art Gallery  
Regatta Dinner & Harken Prizegiving - London Room 
at the Royal London Yacht Club 

Friday 
Winkworth Tea & Regatta Prize  
Giving - London Room at the Royal  
London Yacht Club .  With only one race  
scheduled on Friday morning, we anticipate 
that prize giving will take place earlier than in 
previous years, and will be free for all competitors 
and their families to attend 

Sponsors 
There is no doubt that our sponsors make a valuable 
contribution to Cowes Classics Week and no doubt 
that they benefit from being associated with an event 
that has grown in stature year-on-year. 

Charles Stanley  
Are our title sponsor 
making a substantial 
contribution.  They are one of the leading investment 
management companies in the UK, dedicated to 
serving the private investor and act for many national 
charities, trusts, professional institutes and major 
financial institutions. Their principal business remains 
as it was a century and more ago, the provision of a 
traditional, high-quality service to the discerning 
private investor.  Competitors are advised to seek 
their advice. 
http://www.charles-stanley.co.uk/  

Shepards Wharf Marina, Cowes Harbour 
Commission  
The Marina has year given 
competitors a discount this on 
mooring fees and allow us to use their flagpoles. 
http://www.cowesharbourcommission.co.uk/  

Harken UK 
Harken have supported us from the very first year.  
Thursday is Harken race Day and they have increased 
the value of their contribution this year as the 
number of classes has grown.  12-15 classes will 
receive a Harken Wet/Dry Bag filled with goodies 
with a total RRP of over £150  Many of us will have 
Harken gear on board. 
http://www.harken.co.uk/  

Winkworth 
Winkworth have again 
sponsored the ever popular 
tea and cakes after racing and this year are 
contributing to the Prize-giving tea.  Whereas 
previously, although the prize-giving has been open 
to all, the tea was ticketed, so we really appreciate 
this gesture. 
http://www.winkworth.co.uk/  

Hudson Wright 
 Hudson Wight 
will again be 
supplying A4 branded competitor bags  which were 
particularly well received when introduced last year; 
a branded polo shirt for every event volunteer 
(approx 75 people), and branded gilets and fleeces 
for the team of Chief Race Officers.  In addition, the 
winning boat in each class will receive a Hudson 
Wight voucher to the value of £100 redeemable 
against Hudson Wight products purchased online or 
at the Showroom in Cowes. 
Hudson Wight representatives will also be on hand 
throughout the week to explain the OceanVent 
Technology used in the manufacture of their wet 
weather gear which competitors will be able to 
purchase direct from Hudson Wight's Showroom on 
The Parade in Cowes. 

http://www.hudsonwight.com/  
Also, branded crew clothing is available for pre-order 
via the event website.   
http://www.hudsonwight.com/product/cowes-
classics-week-polo-shirt  

 

http://www.charles-stanley.co.uk/
http://www.cowesharbourcommission.co.uk/
http://www.harken.co.uk/
http://www.winkworth.co.uk/
http://www.hudsonwight.com/
http://www.hudsonwight.com/product/cowes-classics-week-polo-shirt
http://www.hudsonwight.com/product/cowes-classics-week-polo-shirt
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Kendalls Fine Art 
Have also been long-time 
sponsors of a drinks 
reception and private viewing of their current 
exhibition.  They always manage to show pictures 
that appeal to our competitors.  
http://www.kendallsfineart.co.uk/  

Haines Boatyard, Itchenor 
Will be familiar to our 
many Chichester 
Harbour entrants and 
offer specialised services 
that totally meet the needs of classic boats. 
http://www.hainesboatyard.com/  

NMS Marketing 
Provide the text service 
to competitors which 
will be used for general 
information and for texting courses to boats in the 
Classic Yachts classes. 
http://www.nms-marketing.com/  

Classic Boat 
Have been supporters of 
the event from the very 
beginning providing 
copies of the current issue for the race packs, useful 
editorial coverage, discounted advertising and 
subscriptions and some non-racing prizes. 
http://www.classicboat.co.uk 

 

The Yachting Studio 
continues to provide event 
publicity and keeper prizes 
http://www.theyachtingstudio.com/  

Event Charity 

IOW Youth Trust 
The Youth Trust has been working on the Isle of 
Wight for over 28 years and has made a positive 
input to the wellbeing of people locally. The Trust is a 
charitable, independent organisation offering 
counselling, advice, information and support services 
to young people aged 25 and under on the Isle of 
Wight and, in some cases their parents or carers. The 

services provided are delivered by an experienced 
and qualified team who follow the 
National Guidelines for 
Counselling, offering a fast, flexible 
and confidential service to young 
people who are experiencing 
difficulties. 

The story of Alice is described on the CSCCW web 
site. 
http://www.cowesclassicsweek.org/cowes-classics-
week-news/365-event-charity-iow-youth-trust-tells-
the-story-of-alice 

Event Poster 
Copies have been distributed to around 50 clubs so 
hopefully one is displayed in your club.  

 

Otherwise, please contact us to obtain a copy. 

News from some of the Classes  

6mR 
The 6mR (who founded CCW) are making a major 
commitment to Cowes Classics Week this year after 
several years when there have been conflicts in the 
calendar.  The boats are going to La Trinité-sur-Mer 
for the World Championship, then coming to Cowes. 

 

http://www.kendallsfineart.co.uk/
http://www.hainesboatyard.com/
http://www.nms-marketing.com/
http://www.classicboat.co.uk/
http://www.theyachtingstudio.com/
http://www.cowesclassicsweek.org/cowes-classics-week-news/365-event-charity-iow-youth-trust-tells-the-story-of-alice
http://www.cowesclassicsweek.org/cowes-classics-week-news/365-event-charity-iow-youth-trust-tells-the-story-of-alice
http://www.cowesclassicsweek.org/cowes-classics-week-news/365-event-charity-iow-youth-trust-tells-the-story-of-alice
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8mR 
The Solent Fleet continues to develop after many 
years of being widely distributed.  They expect at 
least six 8’s racing in the Solent this year: from the UK 
Athena, Erica, Helen, If and Saskia and Enchantment 
from France 

The other piece of news is that Jonathan Peel has 
gifted to the RYS a new trophy for 8’s - the "Lady 
Magdalen Bulkeley’s Cup for 8 Meters". It will be 
raced for annually at an event run by the RYS and 
mutually agreed with the British 8 Metre class. The 
first such event will be the RYS Bicentennial. 
International Regatta the last week of July this year. 
This new trophy will hopefully stimulate further 
interest in 8’s and result in continued expansion of 
the class in the Solent. 

Stars 
After some initial enthusiasm for bringing the fleet to 
Cowes other commitments will prevent them coming 
this year. 

Norfolk Broads Yacht Club held a Star Class Open 
Weekend in April competing for the Norfolk Broads 
Star Fleet Championship Cup. We invited juniors to 
sail with us and had James Percival-Cooke on board - 
the Optimist helm who raised over £2,000 for Bart's 
Bash last year. He was thrilled to have the 
opportunity to sail in a Star, and crewed Nick 
Eastwood to victory at the event. 

 
James Percival-Cooke out-running the Stars 

Other news is that there will be seven Stars with Art 
Sails on the water in May at the Norfolk Broads Yacht 
Club. The club is promoting and encouraging a new 
generation into the class and are running a few 
events where the younger sailors will helm the Stars. 

They  intend filming the event from a Hi Definition 
drone mounted video camera, which will certainly 
test the pilots' skills! 

Sunbeam 
Over the winter there was a turn around of some 
more boats, and we also have welcomed 3 Sunbeams 
returning from the Falmouth Fleet. So along with the 
all GRP fleet of 9 boats which race on the same terms 
as the traditionals, we have expanded to 32 boats 
based at Itchenor, Chichester Harbour. The limited 
moorings are filled with beautiful yachts! 

This also means that there should be a record turnout 
for Cowes Classics - which is now the fleets' preferred 
race week at Cowes each year. They are hoping to 
beat their previous maximum turnout of 22 boats -  
currently 19/20 have said they are coming to 
compete. 

 

With so many boats, many folks who used to crew 
now own their own - so they are once again crew-
poor! It may be possible that there are crewing 
spaces available during Classics Week, as well as at 
Itchenor - so if you are interested in this please 
contact crewmaster@solentsunbeam.co.uk 

XOD 
XOD owners are greatly looking forward to returning, 
and for some, newly joining, the Class’s July migration 
to the Charles Stanley Cowes Classics Week.   This 
year, these classic yachts are celebrating 105 years of 
Class racing in the Solent, their early gaff rig having 
been replaced by the Bermudan rig in the 1950s.  
XODs will be coming to Cowes from all six of the XOD 
fleets, based from Chichester Harbour in the east to 

mailto:crewmaster@solentsunbeam.co.uk
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Poole Harbour in the west.

 

Gaff rigged XODs in 1912, including X5 Madcap, who competed in 
CSCCW in 2014 and came a credible 23rd overall. 

The Charles Stanley Cowes Classics Week has become 
a much enjoyed fixture in the annual racing calendar 
for the Class.   Last year, 50 XODs came to the Classics 
Week start line for windward/leeward courses with 
tactically challenging and enjoyable racing.  This year, 
the Class is anticipating between 50 and 60 XODs to 
line up to compete for the Haines Boatyard Trophy. 

 

X24 Windflower in Cowes in 1927;  
she is currently racing out of Poole 

Daring 
Competition in the Daring Class is hotting up for 2015 
as Magnus Wheatley presents Destroyer featuring a 
number of innovative systems and less weight 
following a winter re fit. 

Doublet, a past frequent trophy winner in the class 
has been completely re built and race optimised by 
International Yacht Designer John Corby. Although 

she is not yet in the water for 2015 season there is 
much anticipation that she will be a most competitive 
boat. 

At the time of writing the Darings have completed 
two full weekends of racing in wind speeds ranging 
from 8 to 25 knots. In part due to excellent course 
setting but also the friendly competitive nature of 
Daring sailors the initial racing has been very close 
with good turnouts early in the season. 

Entries for Cowes Classics Week 2015 are beginning 
to trickle in ad we all look forward to another 
spectacular weeks racing on the Solent in July 2015. 

Flying Fifteen 
The Flying Fifteen's have truly adopted CCW - Bewl 
Valley SC (Chris Evans’, of Charles Stanley, club) 
hosted the Inland Championships over Easter 
weekend and used the event to publicise CCW.   

 
Bewl Valley SC with CCW Banner 

Twister 
Those skippers who came to Cowes last year were 
very enthusiastic about it!  Certainly the week teased 
out/rekindled people’s competitive instinct and we 
are hoping most boats will be up for a rematch 

From Report in The Twister Magazine – Spring 2015 

This regatta, held at Cowes every year now prior to 
Cowes week proper, is attracting more and more 
classic yachts - from day boats to 12metres. It is the 
fastest growing and largest regatta in the UK, and 
2014 – sponsored by Charles Stanley – was yet 
another record year for competing yachts 



Enquiries to David Elliott: david.elliott@cowesclassicsweek.org 

www.cowesclassicsweek.org 

Six Twisters arrived for the start of the regatta on 21 
July: Twister of Mersea, Sea Urchin, Cabrach, Viveza, 
Quiet Lady and Fly of Beaulieu. and were treated to 
an excellent week of sailing, friendly hospitality from 
the Royal London Yacht Club, light winds, glorious 
sunshine and good company. The Classics week is 
smaller and much more Corinthian than Cowes Week 
at the beginning of August and given we were racing 
in the “slow” class of 13 boats starting 5 minutes 
behind the “fast” class also of 13 boats, it was not 
crowded on the water or in the bar! 

 

Allan and Richard putting the world to rights 

The first race was a drifting match which required a 
re-start and these conditions set the tone for the rest 
of the week. It was a very good test of patience and 
perseverance. The Royal London YC set sensible 
courses for the conditions and they, with other 
participating clubs, are to be congratulated on 
making the event such a success afloat and ashore. 

We all had a very good ‘get together’ BBQ at the 
Cowes Corinthian YC on the first day and thereafter a 
‘Twister do’ at the Tapas bar at Shepards Wharf 
where we were moored. 

All the Twisters rafted up in Shepards Wharf Marina 
which was economical and accommodating and it 
was good to get to know our fellow Twisters and 
have a nose round their boats. We all got together 
for Tapas one evening which was most enjoyable. 

As one can tell from the emails received everyone 
was enthused by the week and intend to go to the 
2015 event [appreciative emails were received from 
Mark Matthews, Martin Pascoe and James Stock: Ed]. 

I highly commend it to other Twisters and encourage 
everyone to make the effort to join us this July. It 
would be great to have an even bigger Twister fleet 
to celebrate these wonderful sailing boats. Kim 
Holman would be very proud to know his Twister is 
still very much appreciated 52 years on. 

The star not only of the Twisters, but also the entire 
regatta, was Sea Urchin and their fantastic father and 
son crew: Richard and Kit Hargreaves. Apparently Kim 
Holman was once asked “Why don’t Twisters go 
backwards?” The answer: “Because they go forwards 
very quickly!” Richard and Kit proved the point by 
winning: 

Cruiser Class – Slow. Caprice Half Model. 
Twister Class. Twister Trophy. 
Overall. The 1792 Cup. 

All the Twisters entered did commendably well and 
we can be proud that our little yachts were much 
admired in the ‘Mecca of yachting’ – Cowes. 

 

The Twister Raft 

...and from Martin Pascoe 
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Cowes Classic Week was part racing part rally with six 
Twisters attending. Richard Hargreaves sailing with 
his son in Sea Urchin was a clear leader. They also 
managed to win the slow cruiser class and in doing so 
won the overall trophy for the week. We had all been 
encouraged to come by James Stock sailing Fly of 
Beaulieu so he justifiably came second Twister. 
Cabrach and Viveza were holding a Sussex University 
sailing club reunion as Martin Pascoe and Pete 
Mulville had not met since the early seventies. 
Twister of Mersea was looking her serene best with 
Alan Beswick, but the best looker in my humble 
opinion was Mark Mathew's Quiet Lady who 
unfortunately could only sail for three days. Shepards 
Wharf was very accommodating and the Tapas Bar 
on site in truly Mediterranean weather was great fun 

 

 

Contacts 

Regatta Chairman: Peter Taylor 
 chairman@cowesclassicsweek.org 

Classes Coordinator: David Elliott 
 david.elliott@cowesclassicsweek.org  

Regatta Secretary: Jill Stevenson 
(for admin queries about entries, moorings, racing, 
socials, etc) secretary@cowesclassicsweek.org 

Next year’s dates: 
Cowes Classics Week 
25-29 July 2016 

www.cowesclassicsweek.org 
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